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from the very same cause do any of 
those numerous trifling, pigmy tor- 
tures, collected into the above men- 
tioned book, really induce misery. 

Unluckily, the author bag omit- 
te'd to trace the effects to their one 
and only cause, which with the ut 
most respect I must be allowed to 
think, was an omission which rob- 
bed the work of its usefulness. 

Wherefore, I must again assert, 
thM this short paper before us has a 
just claim upon the public* fur a 
much higher price, thai* the big 
book: being as much superior to it, 
as the use of a printing press is to 
the employment of .ten thousand 



amanuenses, or as the human mind 
itself is to the unmeaning frontispiece 
-prefixed to said booh, (without va- 
nity be it spoken). 

Another merit which .this paper 
claims is, that in referring to the 
true cause of our anhappiness^ it seits 
us a task which is wiibin our power 
to achiftve ; whereas, if our happi- 
ness solely depeuded upon the ad- 
justment of every untoward object 
around us— >What a Sisyphean work! 
our whole life-time might be em- 
ployed at it, and in the end «hould 
find oarselves still at the foot of the 
hill. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazint. 



ANNUAL REPORT FROM A GENERAL MEETING OF TtlE GOVERRORS OfJ THE 
DUBLIN WEEKL* AND DAILY FREE-SCHOOLS ; HELD AT THE DUBLIN FR£E- 
SCHOOL-HOUSE, IN SCHOOL-STREET, THE 26th OF OCTOBER, 1811. 

The TYeasttrer's Account was examined and passed, and is as follows. 

EXPEtiDiTlJRE. 

.. £. r. A 

Balance from last year, "- 201 6 10 
Superintendaiit, - • lOO 6 O 

Teachers of Weekly Schools, 98 18 3 

• Daily Schools, -.1^1 10 6 

Stationary, . - .^ 99 13 5, 

Repairi and Furniture, * 66 1 S^ 

Rent and Insurance, • -139 9 II 

Coal* and Candles, ' * 24 3 Sf 

Printing and Advertising, • 5 10 lo 

Hoiiie and Door-keeptrs wages 16 St J 

Contingenci^, - .^ 10 19 3 
Artides for clpthbj^ i27 160 
Sold to Scholars 24 16 94 



INCOME. 




£. t. 


d. 


Subscriptions, - - - 388 19 


8 


Donations, - - - 2 1 


8 


From Scholars of Weekly 




Schools, - - , - 108 ■? 


3 


Daily 




Schools, - - - 19S 3 


4 


For Books lost, and Cutters 




sold, - - - - 9 15 


1 


For Services of a Teacher or- 




ganizing Schools at Water- 




ford aod Ross, - - 18 





Balance due by the Schools, 194 10 


54 


rf.916 17 


s\ 



9 19 S§ 



i?.91« 17 5i 



Resolved, That the Committee dd dii«ct ^ statemettt Of the above ac- 
count to be printed, together with iuch Report of the state of the Schools aa 
they shall judge expedient* 

CumstOpbek HuMPBREYi, Chairmen. 
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♦T A MEETING OP THE COMMITTEE HELD AT THE SCHOOL-HOUSE, ON SA- 
TUBOAy, THE I4th OK DECEMtlEB, 1811, ALEXANDEa MAGUIRE IN THE 
CHAIR, tHE FOLLOWING BEPOBT WAS AGUEED TO. 



Numerical State of the Schools. 

WEEKtT SCHOOLS. 



^imitiei s'met tic etmmenef 
wuni ht Janvary, 17S€, to 
%9th Seftemier, 181). 

Matni........ 11^71 

Female! 9,933 

21,793 



AdmlUti since i%e eomrtttnu' 
vmt in March, 1808, /» 
e9tk SefUmicr, 1811. 

Malesy 2583 

tetaaleaf..,M.,4, 1976 

4559 



AJmilieJ last year, ending 29th 
September^ 1 8 1 1 • 

Males, 633 

Feinale>,..M<.~ •■••• 398 

1031 



DAILY SCHOOLS. 

Admitted last year, ending i9tH 
September, 1811. 

Males, 626 

Females > 430 

1056 



On the ittls, 29fi SeftemUr, 
I81I. 

Males, 645 

Females,. 302 

947 



On the ietit, S9th SepfemieTt 
1811. 



Males,,, 
Females. 



545 
362 

907 



The Comtniltee have the satisfac- 
tion of stating, for the information 
of the RoWribers and the public, 
that the institution continnes to af- 
ford to the olyects of its care, those 
-inipnrtant benefits for which it is 
tjesigrietl, that the progress of the 
ficholar? in the iliSerent branches 
which it embraces, corresponds with 
their expectations; and that the ar- 
rangement to which they alluded 
in their last re_port, of having en- 
gaged a Hiis'ress of superior qualifi- 
cations to lake the charge of the 
working department of the female 
school, and the intended remune- 
ration to the girls, has been at- 
tended with very beneficial effects; 
they receive the whole of their 
earnings in clothes made at the 
■school, iheir improvement in that 
branch of learninf; has been great, 
and a considerable rnci:ea9e in the 
attendance has been experienced. 

By a reference to former reports, 
it v'ill be seen, that a considerable 
diuiliiutiun has been eliected in the 



expenditure, by more fufly adopt- 
ing the cheap and expeditious mode 
of education practised by Joseph 
Lancaster, particularly viitk respect 
to salaries, and that without injury 
to the establishment; and the com- 
mittee have the pleasure to state, 
that they have been enabled to ex- 
tend this system te other places, 
having sent (during the last vear) 
a youHg man suitably qualifie'd, to 
organize schools on the same prin- 
ciple at Waterford and Ross, and 
another having gone fiom the school 
in the capacity of a teacher, to a 
school establised on a similar u>in- 
cfple in the County of Clare, 

The Institution, as may be seen, 
is still in debt; and as it embraces 
objects of such acknowledged impor- 
tance, tt is a subject of regret, that 
jt owes comparatively so little to the 
bounty of the higher and more opu- 
lent ranks of the community ; who, 
it cannot be doubted, are deeply in- 
terested in the attainment of that 
moral improvement, which luay be 
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expected to result fi-om the cultiva- 
tion of the roiiids of the poorer class- 
es. The sensation which the subject 
appetns to have excited in the sister 
island, is woijhy of observation, 
where the system whuh has ^beea 
adopted here, as far as circumstances 
ap|)eai- to admit, has become the ob- 
ject of Royal patronage and muni- 
ficence; and the committee feel con- 
fident, that the subject needs only 
to be brought fully before the view 
of those who are blessed with afflu- 
ence, to induce them to imitate so 
bright an example: the institution 
is, besides, strongly re'commended 
to every description of persons in 
this- country, by the circumstance 
of its not involving in its manage- 
ment any topic, upon which the dif- 
ferent sects of Christians disagree. 
Upon this plan it has been conduct- 
ed for many years, and the benefi- 
cial effects resulting therefrom have 
been very conspicuous. 

Alexander Maguire, 
Chairman. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

Medical Report of one of the Phr/si- 
cians of the Institution in Dublin 
for administering Medical Aid to 
the Sick Poor ; anda-tsislin:^ them and 
their families with the necessaries of 
life during Sickne.is ; andfor prevent- 
ing the spreading of Contagious 
Diseases. 

IT will be seen by an inspection pf 
the lists, that the number of the 
sick has considerably diminished 
fi'um the year ISIO, being ^10 less 
in the past year. 

Indeed, the medical history of 
this district will be found in all re- 
spects more favourable for the year 
181 1, than for the preceding year. 
Not only has the quantity of dis- 
ease been diminished, but the qua- 
lity has appeared to be considerably 
milder. 



During the greater part of the year 
1810, a fever of unusual severity 
raged among the poorer classes of the 
nietiopolis, but chiefly in this popa* 
lous and crowded district, which was 
fatal to many. During the preva- 
lence of this fever, the other dis- 
eases also which wjere interspersed 
with it, appeared to assume part of 
its malignity. The measles in par- 
ticular, which prt;vailed to a great 
extent during the Summer and Au- 
tumn, were unusually severe. In 
two cases out of those which the 
writer attended, the marks of a pu- 
trid disposition were clearly exhibit- 
ed ; and in several others, the symp- 
toms were so ambiguous as to render 
it doubtful, whether blood-letting 
could with propriety be employed. 
As the winter advanced, the lever 
gradually declined, and left us ulti- 
mately with our usual proportion.of 
contagious fever, which, even in 
seasons of least malignity, is the 
most prominent disease upon our 
catalogue, and forms a great majo- 
rity in our annual lists. 

It would be unsaited to the limits 
assigned to a short sketch like the 
present, to enter minutely into the 
inquiry, though one extremely use- 
ful and interesting, concerning the 
cause-i of contagiotis epidemic dis- 
eases; and among the rest, of the 
fever above-mentioned. The inge- 
nious disquisitions of the American 
physicians, who were so deeply in- 
terested in this subject, and who 
haye brought every argument into 
view, have left but little to the specu- 
lation of future theorists. The plain 
conclusion which the facts observed 
concerning those diseases, would 
suggest, appears to be, that the pow- 
er of contagion, or the infection aris- 
ing from the sick, acquires energy 
at particular seasons, from some un- 
known intluence of the atmosphere, 
which in the present state of our 
kuovvledge it is impossible to ex- 



